




Milestones 

2014 was packed with significant events and activities 

• In February, Dr. Matthew Morell became IRRl's seventh deputy director general for research, bringing

a wealth of leadership experience in research and in establishing public-private partnerships.

• IRRI celebrated International Women's Day in

March, highlighting the important role of women in

all areas of agricultural science.

• Phase 3 of the Stress-Tolerant Rice for Africa and

South Asia (STRASA) project was launched in New

Delhi in May. With this phase, STRASA, a flagship

project of IRRI, GRiSP, and the Bill & Melinda Gates

Foundation, has been extended an additional 5

years.

• In May, The World Economic Forum on East Asia launched the Grow Asia Initiative with IRRI as

a founding collaborator. Director General Bob Zeigler, during a televised plenary on Agricultural

Transformation in East Asia, called on governments and the private sector to join hands to ensure

that farming families share in the benefits of economic growth.

• In September, IRRI called on the ASEAN Ministers of Agriculture and Forestry to nurture a new

generation of rice scientists and extension professionals during a series of high-level meetings in

Myanmar.

• In October, the secretaries of agriculture of India, Bangladesh, and Nepal signed an agreement to

fast track the release of any rice variety undergoing proper evaluation protocols in any one of their

countries. Acting rapidly on this revolutionary and courageous agreement, in February 2015, India

directly released four rice varieties from Bangladesh and two from Nepal for similar agroecologies

in India. This agreement will not only fast track varietal releases, but also bring huge savings of time

and resources to the three countries.

• In late October, the far-ranging scientific program of

the 4th International Rice Congress (IRC2014) had

something for everyone in the rice sector, including

the latest advances in rice research and technologies

already coming out of the second Green Revolution.

• In November, in Beijing, Chinese Vice Minister

Li Jiayang and Dr. Zeigler exchanged views on

strengthening science and technology cooperation

between China and the Institute.

• Also in November, Vietnam's Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development and IRRI jointly crafted

a national strategy designed to make rice production in the country an even larger engine of

inclusive economic growth. This raised the decades-long partnership between Vietnam and IRRI,

which started in 1963, to an even higher level.

For more 2014 milestones and links to the details, go to www.irri.org/AnnualReport/2014; for 

milestones across 55 years of IRRl's rich history, go to www.irri.org/about-us/our-history. 
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